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o see something no-one has ever seen, to

experience something no one has ever

experienced... that to me is the ultimate
adventure. I am lucky. With my underwater film maker
husband Ron I have had the opportunity to explore
new places and enjoy great adventures for a large part
of my life.

Ron and myself have been diving for over 50 years. We
have traveled the world seeking out diving hot spots,
areas that offer something extra to the norm. It may be
wallpaper sharks, weird critters, or huge mammals,
always it is something special that we can work with
and film to include in our documentaries.

Very few places offer all these things together. Papua
New Guinea with its warm clear water and rich coral
reefs come close, as does the Great Barrier Reef, but
my favorite place for everything marvelous has to be
Indonesia. In particular the Komodo National Park
area. There is no doubt that a protected marine
wilderness offers the diver far more than a similar
unprotected area that is constantly targeted by hunters
and gatherers.

\Story and Photograp]ﬁs bg
Valerie Tayton

Trwas 1974 when we first visited the
Komodo Tslands, They bareen
splendar from 599 kilometers east of
the island of Bali. Rain is infrequent,
scrubby forest croweds the lower gullies

and scattered Lontar palms dot the
steep slopes. One small village clings
along the water’s edge and pearl sellers
harass the visitor into ether buying or
rushing to escape.






